
Just before the school year began, Coldwater Community Schools welcomed Terry 
Boguth as Superintendent of the district. Since 2014, Boguth has been serving as the 
CFO and now will perform both roles.  Boguth replaced Dr. Tina Kerr who announced 
her resignation in August to go to the Michigan Association of School Administrators.

Boguth is a graduate of Coldwater High School and had four generations within her 
family that are also Coldwater High School graduates. The 5th generation includes nine 
grandchildren; six of which are currently attending Coldwater Community Schools (in 
every building within the district).

Prior to coming to Coldwater Community Schools, she was the Superintendent at 
Coloma Community Schools for 12 years as well as an adjunct Professor for 12 years at 
Lake Michigan College.  While in Coloma, Boguth was awarded the Coloma Honorary 
Citizen Award in 2014. 

Boguth has earned a Masters Degree in Educational Leadership and an additional 24 
credits in a doctoral educational program both at Central Michigan University. She also 
has a Bachelors Degree in Accounting from Siena Heights University.  Her hobbies 
include reading, spending time with her 
grandchildren and family and attending her 
grandchildren’s athletic events.

One of Boguth’s top priorities for the district 
this year includes continuing to develop 
partnerships among our schools, families, 
and our community to support student 
learning. To accomplish this, the District 
will strengthen efficiencies, build capacity 
for improvement and encourage excellence 
among staff and students.

Cardinal Chronicle

Coldwater Schools Welcomes 
Alumnus Superintendent

16
I S S U E

F a l l  2 0 1 5
Q U A R T E R LY  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  C O L D W AT E R  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L S

this issue
New Superintendent P.1

LMS Students Go to DC  P.2

Lakeland Holds Fal l  Day  P.3

Free Meal Program  P.4

Every child needs a healthy, filling meal to learn.  Coldwater Community Schools offers nutri-
tious meals to children each school day, often at a free or reduced price for those who need 
it. We participate in the National School Lunch and Breakfast Program (NSLBP), a federally 
funded program that helps children receive free or reduced meals. Over 224 billion lunches 
have been served to students in the National School Lunch and Breakfast Program since it 
was founded in 1946.

Why is this important to the school district?
Even if you do not plan to take advantage of free or reduced priced school meals, every ap-
proved application that the school district has on file means money for educational programs 
throughout the school district. Our elementary buildings have an over 50% approval rating, but 
Legg Middle School and Coldwater High School only have about a 40% approval rating. This 
means a loss in money to the district and programs to benefit our students at those buildings.

What exactly is a free or reduced price meal?
These meals are the exact same as what other children are served – there is no “reduced 
meal.” The price of the meal is reduced or waived for families based on income. With the com-
puter system, there is no overt identification of students on the free or reduced price list, they 
remain anonymous.

Does my family qualify?
More families are qualified than you may think. To find out if your family qualifies for the free 
or reduced priced meals, please take five minutes to fill out a free National School Lunch and 
Breakfast Program Application. You can stop by the office or log on to Skyward through your 
family access or download an application to fill out at:  http://chartwellsk12.compass-usa.com/
ColdwaterCommunitySchools

Applications must be filled out every year.  If you have trouble completing your school meal 
application or have additional questions, please feel free to contact your child’s school for as-
sistance: 517-279-5942.

Calendar of 
Upcoming Events
October 31
Halloween Parade in 
Downtown Coldwater

November 11 
Full Day Classes, 
Evening Parent Teacher 
Conferences

November 12
Half Day Classes, 
Afternoon and Evening 
Parent Teacher 
Conferences

November 26-27
Thanksgiving Break

December 21 - January 3
Christmas Break

Coldwater Community 
Schools’ mission is to 
provide a supportive 

and challenging learn-
ing environment where 
every student is pre-
pared to succeed in a 

global community.

Shannon Decker’s kindergarten class 
at Max Larsen Elementary recently cel-
ebrated Police Appreciation Day by 
making thank you cards for all 41 state 
troopers in our region.  They also made 
a video thanking them.

Terry Boguth, Coldwater Community Schools Superintendent

Facts About Free and Reduced Meals

The CHS Junior class 
was recently afforded the 
opportunity to explore 
what college life is like 
with an exclusive full day 
experience on the cam-
pus of Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo, 
through the generous 
support of the Branch 
Area Careers Center 
Career Development 
Support Team.  

Students were met by 
the Admissions staff who 
began the visit with an 
informative question and 
answer session led by 
WMU staff and students. 
The students were then 
broken into small groups 
and were guided on a 
1-hour tour of the campus 
where they were able to 
see a residence hall, a 
dorm room, a tour of the 
sports complex, class-
room buildings, the library 
and more. 

The tour concluded with 
an all you can eat lunch 
provided by WMU in their 
dining hall. The hope 
is that students begin 
thinking about what they 
might feel comfortable 
with for their future, post-
secondary choices no 
matter where they decide 
to attend.

Flu Season 
is Upon Us!

Middle or high 
school students stop 
in or call Cardinal 
Connect Health 
Clinic today to 
schedule your flu 
vaccinations.  
517-279-5295

Junior Class 
Visits WMU

Boguth with Diane Vandenhout, Athletic Director and 
Assistant Principal of Legg Middle School riding in 

the Homecoming Parade.



Homecoming Week Wraps Up Strong!

Middle School Students Travel to 
Washington D.C.

Dr. Shawn Bishop, 
Principal of Max Larsen 
Elementary recently 
welcomed 100s of par-
ents and students to 
the first ever Larsen 
Parent & Student Data 
Night.  At the event 
Dr. Bishop along with 
interventionist Denise 
Sawyer and Lisa 
Renshaw presented to 
parents and students 
information related to 
the academic achieve-
ment of their child. 
Each child who attend-
ed received specific 
assessment data folder 
from reading and math 
about their child’s cur-
rent level. The folders 
were specific to each 
student and individu-
alized to the point of 
having specific scores 
for each child and spe-
cific information about 
how to help children 
advance at home. “We 
tried to close the loop 
here. If we believe our 
assessments are valu-
able then we need to 
make sure parents are 
aware,” said Bishop.

This past June, 23 Legg Middle School eighth graders traveled to Gettysburg, 
PA, and Washington, D.C., to learn about our nation’s Capitol and American 
history. Over the course of four days, students were able to visit the Battle of 
Gettysburg, the U.S. Capitol building, the White House, and all of the monu-
ments and memorials in D.C., in addition to visiting a number of Smithsonian 
and other museums. These students returned to Coldwater with an increased 

appreciation for our 
nation’s history and gov-
ernment! 

Another trip is being 
planned for current eighth 
grade students for June of 
2016.

Every Friday, Max Larsen Elementary offers popcorn to its stu-
dents.  This year Butch and Violet Wilbur graciously offered to 
help all the students in Tara Knirk’s first grade class receive pop-
corn every Friday.  This is the second year that the Wilburs have 
donated to the school in this way!

   Lakeland Elementary 
School will be hosting a 
Fall Family Day for fourth 
and fifth grade students 
and their parents on 
Friday, October 30. The 
day will consist of parents 
and students participating 
in different Halloween- 
themed reading, writing, 
and math activities togeth-
er.
  Students will also 
receive a picnic lunch that 
day, with parents having 
the option to purchase 
one. There will also be an 
informational parent meet-
ing from 9:25 - 9:55 for 
fourth grade parents, and 
from 10:00 - 10:30 for fifth 
grade parents. 
   The day will have sev-
eral classroom contests. 
One being the best cos-
tume from every class-
room. Another being the 
classroom with the best 
decorated pumpkin, with 
the prize being lunch pro-
vided from Dickey’s BBQ. 
The day will conclude with 
classroom Halloween par-
ties. Please come spend 
this fun filled day with 
your student!

Legg Middle School sixth 
grade teacher David Sherfield 
was recently awarded a $400 
mini-grant secured through 
the ALC (Achievement Lead-
ership Center) group of Legg 
Middle School. The grant funds 
were used to purchase chess 
boards and time clocks for 
the Chess Club after school 
program which began on October 8. The Chess Club meets once 
a week on Thursdays from 2:45-3:45 p.m. at Legg, and will run 
through March 24. The club is for 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.

School Attendance Matters!

Popcorn Donation Made to 
First Grade Classroom

Larsen 
Holds 
Student 
Data Event

Fall Family 
Fun Day 
Planned at 
Lakeland

Chess Club Receives Grant Funds

Did you know that missing only 18 days of school per school year 
puts children at risk for not reading at grade level?  That’s only 1-2 days 
scattered throughout the months of school. They add up quickly!  Coldwater 
Schools recently celebrated Attendance Awareness Month to emphasize the 
importance of being at school every day and on time.  

An important reminder; if students are 15 or more minutes late in the morn-
ing, this is counted as a half day absence.  Also, early dismissal is discour-
aged and may result in a half day absence for the afternoon.

This said, if students are very ill, they should not come to school.  If they 
have a fever, vomiting, or diarrhea, or a contagious condition for which they 
are receiving treatment, they should remain home from school.  In these 
instances, the office should be called to report the absence.  If the child has 
been treated by his/her physician, a note from the doctor should be provided 
to the school.

If students resist coming to school, or there is another problem affecting 
school attendance, please let us know so that we can help.  We are here for 
our students and parents and will help however we can.  

Most of all, we want to make this a successful year for every student!

Congratulations to the  Coldwater Cardinal football team, who defeated 
Jackson Lumen Christi for the first time ever on October 2 to wrap up 
Homecoming Week. Final score: Coldwater 26, Lumen Christi 7. 

Congratulations also go out to this year’s 
Homecoming King and Queen, Nolan Duda and 
Amanda Daoud. During Homecoming Week, the 
CHS student body raised a total of $1,098.41 to 
benefit Teen Share, the Humane Society, Habitat 
For Humanity, Cardinals Care, and the Branch 
Area Food Pantry.
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