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School Security Improves P.1
AEWE Travels to Wyoming P.2
Schools Support Community P.3

Calendar of
Upcoming Events
February 10
Spring Count Day
February 15
No School, Farmer’s Day/
President’s Day
March 24
Half Day Classes,
Afternoon and Evening
Parent Teacher
Conferences
March 25
No School, Good Friday
April 4-8
Spring Break

Coldwater Community
Schools’ mission is to
provide a supportive
and challenging learning environment where
every student is prepared to succeed in a
global community.

Back Back Buddies Update P.4
Students wait in assigned order for parent pick-up at Jefferson

Students are Safe and Secure
at Coldwater Schools

tion for the vestibules (main entrances)
As part of phase Il of the recent QZAB
will begin taking place during the summer
project, Coldwater Community Schools has
moved forward with the purchase of security at each of the school buildings and will be
equipment, including new locks for entrance completed by the start of the 2016-17 school
doors and security cameras. This equipment year. This renovation will not only provide
additional security, it will allow the building
will soon be installed at each of the school
staff the opportunity to have direct contact
buildings in an effort to provide a safer,
with all visitors.
more secure environment for the students
Enhanced safety changes
and staff.
The monetary funding I like that it keeps the kids safe. have also been put into
to make these purchases
place for the after school
I have witnessed it from the
comes from the Qualiinside and out and the teachers pick-up procedures at Jeffied Zone Academy
and staff are amazing. It goes ferson Elementary, which
houses students in the
Bond, also referred to as
really smooth and is very
second and third grades.
QZAB, a federal proimpressive to watch.
gram to aid in strengthPreviously, parents pick-Alicia
Vitto,
Jefferson
Parent
ing up their children were
ening school districts
who meet the selected
parking in the fire lane
and parking lane while students crossed in
criteria. Eligible public schools in the State
of Michigan can take advantage of this probetween, causing great concern for student
safety. The new procedure provides each
gram to finance the equipping and/or renovating of school facilities on an interest-free parent with a card that has their child’s
basis through the allocation of tax credits;
name on it. The card is displayed in a visible
window of the parent’s vehicle. Students
however, the bond requires a 10% match.
Fortunately, the gift from the Larsen Uni- are then lined up and dismissed in the order
of the car line up. These changes have been
trust earmarked for the new CHS football
field met the district’s required match.
and continue to be effective in creating a
In addition to the purchase and installation more efficient, and most importantly, safer
dismissal of students.
of new locks and cameras, the construc-

Curriculum
Update:

Amanda Miller, CCS
Curriculum Director/
Director of State and
Federal Programs

In November 2015, the
Michigan State Board of
Education adopted new
standards for science education replacing the standards
adopted in 2006. Since that
time, the needs in our workplaces and communities for
scientific understanding have
increased considerably. The
new standards emphasize:
• Disciplinary Core Ideasscience specific concepts
in the life, earth, and
physical sciences
• Science and Engineering
Practices-the practices
of engaging in scientific
investigation to answer
questions, and engineering design to solve problems
• Cross-Cutting Conceptsconceptual ideas common
to all areas of science
CCS staff is working with the
Battle Creek Area Math &
Science Center starting early
on taking advantage of their

natural curiosity about the
world to provide a solid
foundation of core science
and engineering concepts.

AEWE Travels to Wyoming this Summer

This past summer, over 25 Coldwater Community Schools students, along
with four teachers from the district participated in the Agri-Environment
Wilderness Expedition (AEWE) traveling to Colorado. Since 1991, the AEWE
program has successfully involved middle and high school students from
Branch County in a 7-9 day wilderness expedition in a national park or forest
in North America.
The Program, coordinated by the Branch
Intermediate School
District, provides an
opportunity for students to explore the
world. The objective is
for students to gain an
understanding of human
impact on the environment and to become
caring leaders and
stewards of our natural
resources.
This year the group will by traveling July 9-17, 2016 to the Cloud Peak
Wilderness in the Big Horn Mountains of Wyoming. Camping and backpacking equipment are provided. The cost of the trip this year is $650. Some
scholarship opportunities are available to motivated, low-income students.
Interested youth in grades 8-12 are encouraged to apply. Applications can
be found on the Branch Intermediate web-site or may be picked up in the
office at county middle and high schools. Applications for the July 2016 trip
are due January 31st.
For more information contact: Sharon or Mark DeMeester, Coldwater High
School demeests@branch-isd.org 279-5930.

Coldwater High School Staff designated
Teen Share for their Casual Friday for a
Cause donations. Recently, CHS teachers and support staff delivered a check
for $950 to Kim Hemker of the Branch
County Coalition Against Domestic Violence, who oversees the homeless teen
housing. Additionally, staff also were
also able to make a $1,820 donation to
the CHS Scholarship Fund. District wide,
teachers and staff have contributed over
$5,600 towards scholarships for Coldwater High School seniors this year.

CHS Staff
Give Back

CHS Staff making a donation to
BCCADV Director Kim Hemker
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Student Council Fundraisers
Help Community

In the fall, the Legg Middle School
Student Council organized a fundraiser where students were allowed to
dress up for Halloween if they brought
a canned good or $1 to school. The
group collected over 200 canned
good items and $107 for the Branch
Area Food Pantry. In December, LMS
Student Council held another fundraiser; this one was a Penny War. Each
grade had their individual Penny War in their 1st hour classes and raised a
little over $700. More fundraisers are planned for this winter.
CHS Student Council raised $80 through their annual Turkey Gram sales.
All the money was donated to the Branch Area Food Pantry to help with the
cost of their holiday baskets. CHS Student Council also sponsored an annual Adopt-A-Kid program where 30 children through the Family Independence Agency were adopted by CHS staff and students who provided them
with Christmas gifts including clothing and special toys that the children
requested.

First Graders “Travel” World

Tara Knirk’s first grade class at Max Larsen
Elementary traveled the world recently, doing
a virtual visit of countries such as Holland,
Sweden, Israel, Germany and Mexico, to learn
about how others celebrate the holidays. They
ended their celebration by discussing what each
student does in their own home to celebrate the
holidays. Parents were also invited in to hear the students
sing various songs to represent their travels and decorate
gingerbread houses from Germany.

National Honor Society Provides Coats for Students
Thank you to the Coldwater High
School National Honors Society
students for raising funds and
again earmarking a portion of their
efforts to our students who needed
a warm coat this winter. Pictured
are some of the NHS students who
were able to provide 14 needed
coats to very appreciative students
before they left for winter break.

L-R: Kumaran Arivoli, Sean Delaney,
Brendan Spangler, Megan Hoath,
Madison Hedstrom

Letters
Written to
Servicemen
and Women

Students at Lakeland
Elementary were reminded that there are many
who did not get to come
home to celebrate the holidays this year, because
they are away serving our
country.
In collaboration with the
Coldwater Blue Star Club,
Tamara Santora wanted to
make a soldier’s holiday a
little brighter and reached
out to staff at Coldwater
Community Schools asking students to write letters to soldiers.
Students from
Stephanie Aughenbaugh’s
5th grade class, Jayne
Harris’s 5th grade
class and Lori Shaffer’s
Technology classes wrote
letters to servicemen and
women in hopes of making their holiday a little
more enjoyable. Students
were happy and proud
to send some cheer to a
hero!
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Winter Swim
Lessons held
at Aquatic
Center

Get your child ready to
swim before the summer
gets here! Call the Dr.
Robert W. Brown Aquatic
Center today to sign up
for classes offered to children 6 months to 10 years
of age.
Classes are being offered:
• Saturdays - February
6th to February 27th
• Mondays and
Wednesdays February 8th to March
2nd
• Monday and
Wednesdays - March
7th to 30th
Class fees:
Weekday (8 classes)
Member $40 Non-Member
$56
Saturday only (4 Classes)
Member $20 Non-Member
$28
Robert W. Browne Aquatic
Center hours are MondayFriday 6 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 10
a.m.- 5 p.m.
For more information or to
enroll please call the Dr.
Robert W. Browne Aquatic
Center at 279.5920.

Donors Needed for Back Pack Buddies Program
Several years ago, Legg Middle School
teachers, Andrea Chamberlain and Janine
Sharrard, shared a common vision in their
desire to eliminate student
hunger. The teachers witnessed the impact that
hunger had on a student’s
ability to learn and wanted
to find a solution and there
began Back Pack Buddies.
The program is operated
by volunteers, teachers and
agency personnel, all of
who play an important role
in identifying the students
who are in need, as well as
packing the food bags and
coordinating the placement of the bags in
student lockers.
The success of this program is dependent on spreading awareness that it cannot
and will not continue without the generous

donations from the community. When it
began five years ago with twelve students,
it was not as difficult to raise the dollars necessary to fill food bags
each week. Today, with over 140
students each week, the cost to
run the program is approximately
$20,000 a year.
Each food insert costs $3.75.
Back Pack Buddies currently
serves students in every building
in the Coldwater School District.
“We have seen improved attitudes
and better attendance among
students. We hope that lives will
be changed with a hand up, not a
hand out,” said Sharrard.
If you are interested in making a donation to Backpack Buddies, please send a
check made payable to Branch County Coalition Against Domestic Violence at 220
N. Michigan, Coldwater, Ml 49036.

Elementary Beginning Band Program Thriving

There have been a few recent changes to the Lakeland Elementary Fifth Grade
Beginning Band Program. Previously, students participating in the program were only
receiving band instruction twice per week during their regular scheduled school day.
Currently, the band gathers for instruction every morning, prior to the start of school,
in the band room located at the Coldwater High School.
The Beginning Band Program is thriving as a result of having more instruction
time. Being able to meet daily in a larger space with quality acoustics has greatly
encouraged members of the band in terms of their individual musicality, as well as in
their ability to collaborate with fellow band members.
The band held their first concert in December. The concert reflected the outstanding
progress that members of the band have made so far this year. Parents were given an
overview of the types of instruments that students
are using and the activities that band members
participate in during their daily instruction. The
next Lakeland Elementary Fifth Grade Band performance will be the spring concert, scheduled for
Tuesday, May 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the CHS Cafeteria.

Flu Season is Upon Us!
Middle or high school students stop in or call
Cardinal Connect Health Clinic today to schedule
your flu vaccinations. 279.5295
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